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Welcome



Supporting our 
community for over 
40 years.
Working with donors, we inspire ideas, ignite action, 
and mobilize resources to address community needs in 
Collier County. Informed giving. Powerful results.®

Funds940+

Grants since 1985$423M

Grants in FY25$31.5M

Assets$400M



Different Words. Same Meaning.

Then Now
Rome wasn't 
built in a day

You don't go viral 
overnight

Actions speak 
louder than 

words

Show me, 
don't tell me

Birds of a feather 
flock together

Same energy

Every generation speaks a slightly different language—
but they all respond to stories that matter



The Real Challenge

It's About:

• Creating Understanding
• Building Trust
• Inspiring Action
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The Best Communicators Translate

They Translate...

Complex → Clear
Statistics → Stories
Problems → Possibilities
Generosity → Impact
Information → Inspiration
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What Makes an Impact Story?

Three Questions

1.What was the need?
2.What was done?
3.What changed?

Photo courtesy
of Fun Time Early 
Childhood Academy



Rome Wasn't Built in a Day
Gen Z Translation - You don't go viral overnight.

Modern Impact
• Lasting community change 

requires long-term 
commitment.

CCF Example
Renaissance at Golden Gate
• 250 affordable workforce housing     

units for teachers, nurses, first 
responders and other essential 
workers.Renaissance Construction. 
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A Stitch in Time Saves Nine
Gen Z Translation - Fix it now before it snowballs.

Modern Impact
• Early intervention 

prevents larger 
challenges later.

CCF Example
Collier Housing Resilience 
Project
• Elevating and replacing 

vulnerable homes before 
the next storm.Renaissance Construction. 
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Opportunity Knocks
Gen Z Translation - Shoot your shot.

Modern Impact
• Sometimes all people need 

is the opportunity to reach 
their potential.

CCF Example
Lorenzo Walker Technical 
College: LPN to RN Program
23 LPNs        23 RNs
23 Graduates       23 Jobs!Photo courtesy of LWTC



All That Glitters Is Not Gold
Gen Z Translation - Don't confuse visibility with value.

Modern Impact
• The stories that create 

lasting impact aren't 
always the loudest 
stories.

CCF Example
• Marco Island Community 

Needs Snapshot
• Tomorrow Is Unfolding 

TodayPhoto courtesy of LWTC



Actions Speak Louder Than Words
Gen Z Translation - Show me, don't tell me.

Modern Impact
• Impact is measured by 

outcomes—not 
intentions.

CCF Example
• $650,000 in surprise 

grants.
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Birds of a Feather Flock Together
Same Energy.

Modern Impact
• Partnerships 

multiply impact.

CCF Example
• Meals of Hope 

Food Purchasing 
Cooperative
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New Address. Same Purpose. Greater Impact.



Different Generations.
Same Desire.

People want to:
• Understand
• Connect
• Make a  
Difference
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Final Thought

The best storytellers don't just tell 
people what's happening.

They translate why it matters.

Thank you!


